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NORMANDY - ALL AHEAD FULL! 


PRESIDENT 
INTO LAW 


SIGNS BILL 


HR 58 the Merchant Marine 
Enhancement Act, has passed the 
U.S. House of Representatives and the 
Senate. President Clinton signed the 
measure December 20, 1993. 


HR 58 conveys to each of the 
Memorial ships, the SS John W. 
Brown, SS Jeremiah O’Brien, and 
SS Lane Victory, two ships from the 
WWII reserve fleet to be scrapped. 
Four of the vessels to be scrapped will 
be taken from the James River (VA) 
Reserve Fleet and two from the Beau- 
mont (TX) Reserve Fleet. A ship 
broker in New York, NY will sell the 
six surplus vessels. Funds from the 
sale will be used for additional refur- 
bishing, restoring and shipyard work 
on the Memorial Ships in preparation 
for the “Last Convoy" voyage to Nor- 
mandy in Spring, 1994. 


Meetings were held in Washington 
D.C. during the week of January 9, 
1994, to plan ceremonies for the 50th 
anniversary of the Normandy invasion. 
These “top of the line” meetings, were 
attended by representatives of the U.S. 
Army, U.S. Coast Guard, MARAD, 
the U.S. Navy and the British Royal 
Navy. The Last Convoy representa- 
tives were Admiral Patterson from the 
Jeremiah O’Brien, Captain Paul 


Esbensen and Captain Richard A. 
Bauman, Jr. from the John Brown and 
Clint Johnson from the Lane Victory. 


"The bottom line is that everyone 
is very enthused about the Last Con- 
voy being anchored off Normandy at 
dawn on June 6, 1994. The Maritime 
Administration has expedited the 
scrapping of the six allotted vessels so 
the Memorial Ships can get their funds 
as soon as possible," said a spokesman. 


“The Coast Guard has promised to 
work with the Last Convoy to ensure 
sea-worthiness of the ships and safety 
of the crews. They will track the Last 
Convoy daily on its trans-Atlantic 
crossing. The Defense Department 
and US Navy are including the 
Memorial Ships in their “D-Day” cere- 
monies. . 


"It’s great that we’re being welcomed 
and supported by all these agencies," 
said a spokesman for the Lane Vic- 
tory, "but times are tough in Washing- 
ton, so no additional (government) 
financial help is available to us." 


Each scrapped ship should sell for 
an estimated $350,000 to $375,000. 
Each memorial ship group may thus 
receive up to $750,000 from the sales. 
These funds are needed by each ship 
for drydocking before the Last Convoy 
voyage begins. In addition, each ship is 
raising funds through public appeals. 


“The Lane Victory is not going to 
leave Los Angeles hat-in-hand, begging 
its way across to Europe and being an 
embarrassment to the United States 
and our volunteers," a spokesman said. 
"Funds are necessary not only to 
support the ship on the European trip 
but also, upon our return, to cover 
expenses until we can start our Cata- 
lina cruises in the fall of “94. 


"We need $1,850,000 to make the 
trip. That sounds like a lot to us old 
WwWillers but when you read about 
someone paying $165 million for a 
football team or CEO’s with salaries of 
$23 million per year, suddenly our $1.8 
million doesn’t sound like much at all. 


"It’s a fascinating human interest 
story of how these three ships have 
been brought back to life by volunteers 
that have already spent a lifetime 
earning their way and are now standing 
in line to be crew on a voyage of this 
magnitude! People have said ‘you 
guys are out of your minds to take 
those old tubs to sea.” We don’t think 
so. We built ‘em, sailed ‘em and have 
faith in them and ourselves.... But now 
we need help. I’m convinced that if 
we could just get the word to the right 
circles, thc funds would be forthcom- 
ing...[f you know anyone who knows 
anyone ...tell them about the Last 
Convoy and what our financial rcquire- 
ments are... Damn the torpedoes - 
let’s make The Last Convoy happen!" 
(Please see Pages 2 and 20) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 
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The Voyage Plan 


The SS Lane Victory is expected 
to sail from San Pedro, CA in mid- 
April, 1994. The SS Jeremiah O’Brien 
will depart San Francisco April 14. 
Both will transit the Panama Canal. 
The Lane Victory will sail to New 
York to rendezvous with the SS John 
W. Brown which is scheduled to leave 
Baltimore April 30 and arrive New 
York Sunday, May 1. 


Festivities honoring the two ships and 
their upcoming voyage will take place 
in New York harbor until May 5 when 
they will sail toward Bermuda to 
rendezvous with the Jeremiah O’Brien. 
The three Memorial Ships will then sail 
3,519 miles (17 days at 85 knots) in 
trans-Atlantic Convoy to Portsmouth, 
England, arriving Sunday, May 22. On 
Friday, May 27, the ships will sail 50 
miles to Southampton to take on 
bunkers. 


On June 4, they will move to an 
anchorage for a review of ships on 
June 5, at Spithead. Later that day, 
all will rendezvous with a U.S. Naval 
task force and cross the English Chan- 
nel 110 miles to the Normandy 
beachhead. 
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Commemorative Events 


June 5, 1994 


1400 Commemoration at Port of 
Embarkation, Portsmouth, UK. 
1400 Airborne Ceremony, St. Mere 
Eglise, France. 
1600 USAR Commemoration, 
Utah Beach, France 
1730 NGB Commemoration, Omaha 
Beach, France. 


June 6, 1994 


0700 Sunrise Memorial Service aboard 
USS George Washington. 
0830 Ranger Commemoration Cere- 
mony, Pointe Du Hoc, France. 
1000 US/French Bilateral Commemo- 
ration Ceremony, Utah Beach, France. 
1400 French International Commemo- 
ration Ceremony, Omaha Beach, FR. 
1700 US Commemoration Ceremony, 
Colleville Cemetery, France. 
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Following the anniversary, the 
Memorial Ships will call at British 
ports such as Cardiff and Falmouth, as 
well as Cherbourg, Rouen and Le 
Havre, France. Other ports may also 
be visited. Visitors from shore will be 
welcomed where possible. 
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Each ship is expected to operate 
mainly with three crews of volunteers. 
One crew will sail each vessel to a 
European port where a second crew 
will take over. A third crew will board 
to return their ship to North America. 


After a port call at Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland, SS Jeremiah 
O’Brien is expected to begin her 
return trans-Atlantic voyage July 25. 
She will visit South Portland, Maine, 
the site of her launching on June 19, 
1943. She will visit U.S. ports on the 
East and Gulf coasts during August 
and September. Her final port will be 
Galveston, TX. On October 6, she is 
scheduled to enter San Francisco Bay 
at 0900 leading the Fleet Week Parade 
of Ships. 


SS John W. Brown will visit 
Boston, MA after her return trans- 
Atlantic voyage. She is scheduled to 
return to Baltimore August 24, 1994. 
Her entire round trip to Europe will 
cover nearly ten thousand miles and 
take 116 days. 


We wish each ship and its crews a 
sincere Bon Voyage and smooth sail- 
ing in remembrance of historic days 
and times - Editor. 
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YOUR SECRETARY’S 
REPORT 


TRIMMING OUR SHIP 


About half of us received a letter 
from the Secretary dated 1 January, 
1994. This letter revealed the sad state 
of the treasury, and mentioned that 
many members held the mistaken 
belief that “Life Member” on the 
membership card meant no further 
dues payments are required. Also 
mentioned was the sad fact that those 
in dues arrears would not be receiving 
further publications until this office 
received a check or a letter demon- 
strating that dues had been paid and 
our bookkeeping is in need of repair. 


This report is a happy one: more 
than half of those addressed respon- 
ded by not only bringing their dues up 
to date, but also many made donations 
as well. Our treasury balance now 
assures the appearance of at least four 
publications in 1994, and if the current 
small number of letters per day con- 
tinues, one of the publications will be 
an up-to-date Wireless Register. 
About half of those responding 
demonstrated faith in the future by 
paying from two to six years in advance 
at the new, 3 years for $40.00 rate. 
Now we must budget the treasury 
ahead not just through 1994, but 
through 1999. The descending levels 
available for each successive year will 
be joined year by year with the incom- 
ing dues from those members paying 
yearly ($15.00). 


We now have just over $10,000 for 
1994 operation. An equal amount is 
placed in an interest-bearing account 
that is not available for use until 
January of each succeeding year, at 
which time the amount for that year is 
transferred back to the general fund. 
Of course, each quarter, whatever 
amount is received from continuing 
incoming checks against future years’ 
dues will be deposited in that account, 
and the incoming balance for quarters 


relative to 1994 is deposited in the 
general fund for use in each 1994 
quarter. 


I'm reluctant to bother you with 
administrative details, but it is better to 
have the facts out in the open than to 
try to answer individual letters on the 
subject. I remember days on board 
ship when my pile of paperwork rea- 
ched impossible proportions; shades of 
those days! it’s happening again. My 
letters-to-be-answered pile to the left 
of my computer screen is eleven inches 
thick as a result of the 1/1/94 letter! 
Those of you who await my replies, 
please be patient; my XYL is insistent 
that there are more important duties 
owed to the household than to SOWP. 
While I might disagree in certain 
instances, she makes a telling point 
from time to time. 


My sincere personal thanks to those 
who included little notes of en- 
couragement of a personal nature with 
their checks, and to those who applau- 
ded our efforts on behalf of SOWP. 
There are heartfelt appreciations as 
well for those who expressed optimism 
that our members are a “special 
breed” who may forget many im- 
mediate details due to advancing age, 
but who are not about to let this 
organization wither on the vine. These 
expressions make the volunteer work 
worth while as do our publications 
along the way towards our primary 
goal: to record the history of Wireless 
Communications. That history includes 
the personal sacrifices and accomplish- 
ments of the individuals whose life 
work means far more to them and to 
the world at large than simply a wage 
or salary. 


To keep the record straight: the last 
five characters of Line 1 of your 
mailing label denotes your dues status. 
If yours reads “12/94” you are paid 
through December of 1994. If yours 
happens to read “12/99” you are paid 
through December, 1999, and you are 
one of our optimists, especially so if 


you are likewise a Senior Spark Gap 
Pioneer (-SSGP). Those who pur- 
chased a paid-up life membership will 
find two characters at the end of Line 
One: “GC” which stands for “Gold 
Card.” If you feel you are truly a 
paid-up life member, and yet your Line 
1 does not carry a “GC” please write 
to this office. 


As mentioned in the 1/1/94 letter, we 
will honor past commitments. Accep- 
tance of new Gold Card memberships 
is currently on hold pending election 
of a new Board of Governors and 
consideration of a new schedule of 
Paid-Up Life Payments. 


If you hold a red-and-white wallet 
card stating that you are a LIFE 
MEMBER, be assured that you have a 
lot of company, because nearly 
everyone has these cards. LIFE MEM- 
BER means that YOU are, truly and 
without reservation, a member for life 
and will be transferred to our “Chap- 
ter Eternal” as soon following your 
receipt of “travel orders” as the facts 
are reported. However, this does not 
mean that dues payments may be 
suspended, as most of us realize. 
There would be no money in the 
treasury for publications or administra- 
tive expenses if this were the case, 
because under the laws of the State of 
California regarding not-for-profit cor- 
porations, our non-taxable income is 
limited to dues, donations, and 
bequests. 


Thanks to the flood of incoming 
past, current, and paid-ahead dues 
payments, we are once again “in the 
black” on the books. Thank you, one 
and all, for making my job very heavy 
since January; now, please excuse me 
while I dig into the letters and reply to 
each one. The “GEnie W.BOYD6” in 
my letterhead is my E-Mail address, 
not my name! Hi! 


-73- Walt Boyd, K6DZY 


Mal 


Executive Secretary, SOWP 
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RESULTS of the ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QOSO ROUNDUP DEC. 9-11, 1993 


__ prs 
233(155+78) 
218(146+72) 
188(137+51) 
155(110+45) 
145(106+39) 
142( 97+45) 
142(103+39) 
133(106+27) 
133( 91+42) 
128( 98+30) 
118( 88+30) 
117( 90+27) 
103( 88+15) 
096( 75+21) 
095( 68+27) 
093( 75+18) 
087( 69+18) 
@78( 63+15) 
076( 58+18) 
066( 54+12) 
265( 56+09) 
059( 50+09) 
056( 50+06) 
@44( 41+03) 
@43( 31+12) 
@42 (33+09) 
Q41 (38+03) 
039 (33+06) 
238 (38+00) 
@38 (35+03) 
@36 (33+03) 
Q34 (34+00) 
033 (30+03) 
@32 (26+06) 
029 (29+00) 
Q@28 (25+03) 
@26 (23+03) 
@26 (20+06) 
@22 (22+00) 
Q20 (20+00) 
Q20 (17+03) 


Committee: 


FIRST NAME 
ESTHER E 


JOHN 
JOHN F 
EARL W 
Revs 
URSULA 


THOMAS B. 


TED 


C.R." RED“ 


GEORGE 


ROBERT D. 


MARK A 
JOHN 


SAMUEL H 


BEN 


ALEXANDER §S 
LESTER B 


ARTHUR 


WILLIAM F 
CHARLES C 


MILT 
JOHN A 
JOHN H 


WILLIAM R 


JOHN 


EDMOND L. 
MICHAEL V 


RON 


Us 


JOHN E. 


JOHN J 
RGB 


MICHAEL 

ROBERT L 
CHARLES L 
WILFRED H 


DENNIS 


ROBERT R 
HENRY L 


TOM +H. 


DONALD L 
STANLEY R 
RUSSELL F 
KURT R W 
GORDON J 
ROBERT J 
WILLIAM W 


ANNY 


LAST NAME 


FROST 
MCKINNEY 
LALLY 
KORF 
MCGRAW 
SADLER 
DEMEIS 
PHELPS 
STEPHENS 
LUCCHI 
ELDER 
CALDERAZZO 
VASICAK 
RECK 
RUSSELL 
NEWBOLD 
RAUBER 
SCHERMERHORN 
WERNER 
CLARK 
STYMIEST 
HRUTKY 
SWAFFORD 
JARVIS 
YURICEK 
BOUTON 
ZBROZEK 
HILL 


FLIPSE 


NAGLEY 
KELLEHER 
HICKMAN 
TURIK 
LARSON 
SCULL 
CONLEY 
SWETMAN 
KELLY 
SCHULTZ JR 
HAYMOND 
QUIGGLE 
FUND 
SCHMID 
HERP 
TUCKER 
GLEASON 
SKINNER 
SCHWAGER 


CALL 


KA4IFF 
WOAP 
W1HDC 
K2LC 
W2LYH 


W4/VP2MT 


K2TD 
W8TP 
KA4BIJ 
W6NVN 
KA2ZNE 
WB4U0K 
W9ZEN 
N4PS 
N6SL 
W6MMG 
AA2FJ 
W8FEC 
W3FYK 
W5QE 
KJ1T 
W6EJB 
W4HU 
N2EG 
W3MAM 
K3CJQ 


K8XF NEW 
Z56/G3SG 


Q 
SM6LQG/P NL-4334 AR 
A MIDDELBURG 


K4AHS 
W4ZC 
AASWE 
VE3BJK 
W7LNG 
N4KTW 
W8CZR 
VE7EIT 
W6MXO 
WI3U 
W8CCN 
WA3UNX 
AB4GG 
K2LL 
DK5HE 
W7FLF 
W3KW 
W8ROV 
DF2SL 


T. K. Phelps, W8TP; J. Kelleher, W4ZC; J. Swafford, W4HU 


Cray STATE SERIAL 
LAKELAND FL sao 
DANNEBROG NE 1001 
GARLAND ME 3043 
LINCROFT NJ 613 
RIVERHEAD NY 2356 
PT CHARLOTTE FL 4604 
DELRAN NJ 3750 
COLUMBUS OH 881 
TAMPA FL ee Wa 
PHOENIX AZ 1704 
LIVERPOOL NY 4587 
ORLANDO FL 4981 
OGLESBY IL 1140 
JACKSONVILLE FL 298 
MADISONVILLE LA 1853 
BELMONT CA 2407 
MILL NECK NY 5000 
MALVERN OH 3868 
BETHLEHEM PA 4528 
SAN ANTONIO TX 1366 
STOW MA 4517 
CLEARLAKE CA Sot 
ARLINGTON VA SS 
FLEMINGTON NJ 4560 
BRACKENRIDGE PA M se 
LAUREL MD Lao 2 
PORT RICHEY FL Shere! 
LAKEFIELD BENONI SO 39590 
1500 AFRICA 

HOLLAND 3942 
FALLS CHURCH VA 22:6 2 
SILVER SPRING MD 2581 
COPPERAS COVE TX 4968 
ONT CAN Pas 
MEDFORD OR 4590 
ST PETERSBURG jar 3674 
VAN WERT OH 4656 
KAMLOOPS BC 4542 
PACIFICA CA 2432 
ERIE PA 4278 
FAIRMONT WV @59 
ERIE PA 2476 
PT CHARLOTTE FL i932 
NEPTUNE NJ 4488 
23883 GRAMBEK GERMANY 3098 
JEFFERSON OR 3813 
ANNAPOLIS MD 642 
DETROIT MI 4283 
89257 GERMANY 3019 
ILLERTISSEN 


Continued - Page 5 


Continued From Page 4 


RESULTS of the ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC. 9 - 11, 1993 


ETS FIRST NAME LAST NAME CALL i) Ea Wg STATE SERIAL 
@19(19+00) WALTER SCHEFFE W2LPA MASSAPEQUA PK NY 3013 
@14(14+00) CHRIS WINCEY N1IBKR MORRIS PA ies 

DONALD P NEWMAN W7CO SEATTLE WA 58 
@13(13+00) THOMAS A CURTIS W8BMJ HAMPTON BAYS NY 452 
@12(12+00) R. DEAN SEVER W8IM LEESBURG FL 3446 
@11(11+00) HARALD IHRINGER HB9YBYO CH-85900 SWITZ 3630 
FRAUENFELD 
@09(09+00) BORGE HAAGENSEN VE7VB VICTORIA Be 664 
@08(@8+@0) WALTER DROZDIAK W6LDO SAN JOSE CA OT 
@07(97+00) BENJAMIN B- BLODGET W1VEH BUCKSPORT ME 767 
JENS H NOHNS OZ1CAR DK-7441 BORDING DENMARK 4084 
JOHN BEACH W2LN SAN ANTONIO TX Pee | 
@@6(06+00) ERICH THUN HB9OCHE THUN, 3604 SWITZ 1536 
@02(@2+00) GRIER MILLER K1AU LENOX MA 4999 
RALPH BENSON Mieo IRCHESTER MA 2107 


Comments on the 1993 SOWP CW Roundup - By Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, Silver Spring, MD 


About sixty logs were submitted, and 
indications are that there were more 
participants who did not submit logs 
for one reason or another. Nearly two 
thirds of the participants had com- 
ments. Space does not permit report- 
ing all comments verbatim; we hope 
that this summary covers the main 
points. 


The average of the scores was 56, 
from which you can measure the 
relative level of your participation. 


There were about 20 reports indicat- 
ing that propagation conditions were 
poor to miserable over a large area, as 
the commenters included Ron, ZS6/ 
G3SGO; Anny, DF2SL; and Joe, 
SM6LQG/ PA. Ron said the bands 
were “in and out like a fiddler’s 
elbow.” 


The revised time frame proved 
generally satisfactory. A few partici- 
pants felt that it was a bit long. Art, 


WS8FEC, suggested a maximum operat- 
ing time of 16 to 20 hours within the 
total Roundup period. (The Roundup 
committee will continue to review this 
aspect - please let us know more about 
your “druthers”. 


A number of you, including Earl 
K2IC, Bob W2LYH, Mac WOAP, 
Tuck W7FLF, Ben N6SL and Esther 
KA4IFF, spoke in praise of the oppor- 
tunity to renew acquaintances without 
the pressure of a “contest”. Earl, K2IC 
apologized(!) for his large score, but 
noted that there were so many old 
friends to talk to. Les AA2FJ, redis- 
covered friends from GIRA, the Gal- 
lups Island Radio Association. 


Three first-time-ever participants 
were Mark, WB4UOK; who had a 
surprisingly good score. Mike, 
VE3BIK, “I'll be back next year;” and 
Sam, N4PS, whose first contact was 


Ron, ZS6/G3SGO. 


Don, W7CO, said that Tom, W8CCN 
had the best signal from the U.S. east 
coast. 


Bob, AASWE, was chagrined - he 
misread the calendar and missed half 
of the Roundup. 


Jack, W4ZC, suggests we stay below 
7,050 kHz to minimize QRM to and 
from SSB. 


The ladies were in there pitching -- 
Anny DF2SL, Ursula VP2MT/W4 and 
Esther KA4IFF. Esther has participa- 
ted since ‘81. Joe SM6LQG/PA said 
that Esther was the best signal from 
stateside. Incidentally, Joe just retired 
at 65 after 43 years an R.O. Wow! 


Johnny W9ZEN was with us as 
usual - when | hear Johnny I somehow 
feel comforted. 


Another Roundup has come and 
gone, and I’m already looking forward 
to Roundup 1994, - 73 - Jack, W4ZC. 


Columns of late have been rather 
heavy on the ‘buoys’ and light on the 
‘gulls’ - only because members on the 
distaff side are few and the ladies 
appear to be rather bashful about 
coming forward. To those YLs not 
heard from yet - please drop a line 
soon and share some of those 
memories of your commercial operat- 
ing days. 


** #4 


One lady recently in touch is Mona 
Singleton (SOWP #4501-M) of Van- 
couver, WA., who remembers her 
service in the U.S. Coast Guard ”...as 
the best experience in my life, an 
opportunity to travel a little and meet 
lots of wonderful people.” 


Mona joined the Coast Guard in 
June of ‘80, completed basic training at 
Cape May, N.J., and was subsequently 
transferred to C.G. Radioman School 
at Petaluma, CA., two months later. 
Upon graduation in January of ‘81 she 
was posted to USCG Kodiak, Alaska 
Communications Station. 


Duties there included monitoring 500 
and 2182 kHz working CW and fone, 
landline and radio teletype, and HF air 
to ground. Once while on the mid- 
watch at NOJ, ‘guarding’ 500 kHz, 
routine was broken for Mona when 
she copied an XXX from a ship at sea. 
An engine room fire she believes it 
was. A short while later the ship sent 
out the expected SOS. NMC took 
control since the vessel was closer to 
their area but Mona remembers being 
somewhat nervous copying and logging 
the information.. However, monitor- 
ing the distress traffic was all NOJ 
needed to do in this particular situa- 
tion. 


In February of ‘83 Mona was 


assigned to Air Station Astoria, 
remaining there until her enlistment 
was up the following year. At present 
she is working as a computer specialist 
with the Federal Highway Administ- 
ration. Mona became interested in 
‘ham’ radio while at the air station, 
received her novice ticket in Feb. ‘84 
and upgraded to Extra class by the end 
of ‘86 attaining her present call of 
NY7P. ‘I’m basically devoted to CW’, 
she writes, ‘but enjoy working 2m. and 
UHF.” 


xs k« * 


Do readers recall my Beacon column 
of Dec. ‘92 which contained a review of 
Radio och Radiotelegrafisten written 
by Swedish member (SOWP #3854-M) 
Birgitta Gustafsson? A very fine book; 
my fellow reviewers and I gave it a 
definite ‘thumbs up’. True, any ‘Engl- 
ish only’ reader would have difficulty 
but I still maintain that a knowledge of 
wireless and the world of communica- 
tions would enable one to glean much 
from this excellent documentary. But I 
digress... 


Birgitta’s book did not go unnoticed 
in her own country and I am very 
pleased to announce that early in ‘93 
she received an honour award of 
30,000 Swedish kronor from _ the 
Svenska sjoemanshusstiftelsen founda- 
tion in Sweden. The presentation was 
made at the Vasa museum in Stock- 
holm last April, along with twelve 
others who received awards for their 
contributions to the shipping industry. 
As receiver of the principal award, 
Birgitta was seated beside the founda- 
tion’s president and made the accep- 
tance speech of thanks on behalf of 
those honoured. Justly deserved 


SS 
ee 


we’re all proud of you Birgitta. As a 
postcript...the presentation was fol- 
lowed up later in the week by an 
interview over Radio Stockholm. 


** ¢ t 


One YL whom I have never men- 
tioned before in this column, probably 
because I have written of her several 
times elsewhere, is good friend Eliza- 
beth Anderson/VE7YL (SOWP 2490- 
V). The two of us go back a long way, 
having met at wireless school in late 
1943, and during the past year we 
commemorated a golden anniversary 
of friendship. Our commercial careers 
ran on parallel courses - three years in 
intercept with the Canadian Depart- 
ments of Transport and National 
Defence and then four years at sea for 
both of us. Elizabeth served aboard 
two Norwegian ships, Vito and Skau- 
vann and her voyages covered the 
Pacific Ocean from Japan to China 
and Australia, and many ports in 
between, until she swallowed the hook 
and came ashore early in ‘51. 


To those of you who are keen 
DX-ers, Beth is no stranger and her 
many callsigns over the years might 
have appeared in your logbooks as she 
and OM Reg were transferred to far 
corners of the globe with Shell 
Oil...EP2LA, YBOADT, PA9ELA, 
various G-calls as well as working from 
9M2SEA, 4DISEA, PJ2CC...to men- 
tion but a few. Since retiring back on 
the West Coast, Elizabeth hasn’t been 
content to grow roots and every cou- 
ple of years she and a small group of 
other keen YL operators take off on a 
DX-pedition. The last one was to St. 
Pierre and Miquelon in June of °93 
and before that to the British Virgin 
(Continued - page 7) 
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Buoys & Gulls - from Page 6 


Islands and Grenada in fall of ‘91. 
Right now as QSL manager, Beth is 
busy firing off cards in reply to the FP/ 
jaunt and the group are already con- 
sidering several interesting possible 
locations for their next YL DX-pedi- 
tion. 


ee eb 


It occurred to me over the Yuletide 
that many (if not most) of our mem- 
bers surely must have one special 
Christmas from their commercial 
operating years tucked away in 
memory. A Christmas remembered 
more vividly than all the others for 
some particular reason - happiest, 
loneliest, strangest, most exciting, 
extraordinary surroundings etc. etc. 


So-o-o...a little contest. Please write 
and share with us your most memor- 
able Christmas as a Sparks and the 
most unusual tale received will be 
featured in Buoys & Gulls, the ‘94 
fallAvinter issue. As well there will be a 
little memento of thanks from yours 
truly. Stories should be received here 
by the end of August at the latest and 
in case members don’t have the SOWP 
directory - Olive/(VE7ERA, P.O. Box 
789, Kaslo, B.C., Canada VOG IMO 
will reach me. Snow me under with 
mail! Cheers for now.... 


- 73 Olive 


Salt ’n Pepper 


The new employee stood before the 
paper shredder, looking confused. 
"Need some help?” a secretary asked. 


"Yes," he replied, "how does this 
thing work?" 

“Simple,” she said, taking the fat 
report from his hand and feeding it 
into the shredder. 


“Thanks,” he said, "but where do the 
copies come out?" 


(Thanks to Frank Bolen for this gem!) 


"NINE WORDS - THEN, 
SILENCE” 


By Ray Maurstad, 2964-V, W3HUV 


*"MAYDAY! MAYDAY! 
MAYDAY!" 


Received from F/V Shannon III, 80 
miles off Nantucket. View from the 
wheelhouse of the tanker SS Col- 
orado, January 30, 1994. 


At 9:07 AM Captain Steve Walker, a 
native of Houston Texas and Master 
of the SS Colorado, a WWII T2-class 
tanker bound for Portland Maine from 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana with 9 million 
gallons of gasoline, requested his 
Radio Officer, Ray Maurstad of Coon 
Rapids, MN, to hurry to the wheel- 
house where the 3rd Officer had heard 
a MAYDAY on Channel 16. 


Readers may remember Ra 
aurstad, as the Radio Office 
board the American tanke 
obert EF. Hopkins on July 
956, when he was the first t 


eceive the SOS from the sink. 

ng Italian luxury liner Azdre. 
or7a_ south of the Nantucke 
ightship off the New Englan 
ast. - Editor 


3rd Mate Williams reported that he 
heard only nine words; “MAYDAY 
MAYDAY MAYDAY VESSEL 
GOING DOWN FORTY OH TWO!” 
followed by complete silence. 


Ray Maurstad grabbed the micro- 
phone: “COAST GUARD GROUP, 
COAST GUARD GROUP, THIS IS 
THE COLORADO /KWFE.” 


“COLORADO/KWFE THIS IS 
COAST GUARD GROUP WOOD- 
SHOLE, GO AHEAD.” ‘ 


‘COAST GUARD WOODSHOLE 
FROM COLORADO - DID YOU 


HEAR THE MAYDAY ON THIS 
CHANNEL ?” * 


‘COLORADO FROM COAST 
GUARD WOODSHOLE, NO, 
PLEASE REPEAT THE MESsS- 
SAGE.” 


“COAST GUARD WOODSHOLE 
FROM COLORADO WE HEARD 
THE FOLLOWING: MAYDAY, 
MAYDAY, MAYDAY, VESSEL 
GOING DOWN FORTY OH TWO 
AND THAT WAS FOLLOWED BY 
COMPLETE SILENCE - NOTHING 
MORE.” 


“COAST GUARD WOODSHOLE 
TO COLORADO: ROGER, 
ROGER. MESSAGE ACKNOWL- 
EDGED. PLEASE STAND BY.” 


The Colorado was south of the 
reported 40 degrees 2 minutes north 
latitude reported in the MAYDAY 
and continued steaming north. Captain 
Walker put extra lookouts on watch 
and many eyes were scanning the 
horizon for any sign of survivors. 
Things happened fast after the call to 
the Coast Guard. Soon a Coast Guard 
spotter aircraft was sweeping latitude 
40.02N and finally saw an orange 
inflatable liferaft with one survivor in it 
12 miles west of the Colorado. 


“COLORADO FROM COAST 
GUARD AIRCRAFT: RAFT 
NIGHIED. 12. MILES BWEST OF 
YOUR POSITION. REQUEST YOU 
CHANGE COURSE TO RECOVER 
SURVIVOR.” (Captain Walker was at 
the microphone now and acknowleged 
the aircraft’s request). 


As Captain Walker brought the 
Colorado around to a westerly course 
he broke out all hands on deck to 
prepare for the pick up of the survivor. 
Chief Mate Leslie Head and 2nd Mate 
Eddie Jordan directed and busied the 
crew preparing nets, ladders and lines 
in anticipation of a fast recovery of the 
man in the raft. As the Colorado 
approached the life raft, the temp- 
erature was 34 degrees with a 25 knot 
(Continued, Page 8) 
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"NINE WORDS ”- From Page 7 


wind out of the northeast yielding a 
wind chill well below freezing. 


Then a request came from the 
aircraft: "DO NOT BRING THE 
SURVIVOR ON BOARD YOUR 
VESSEL. A HELICOPTER IS ON 
ITS WAY AND SHOULD ARRIVE 
AT YOUR POSITION IN 
APPROXIMATELY 25 MINUTES." 


As Captain Walker positioned his 
vessel to provide a lee for the survivor 
in the raft, the raft was brought 
alongside the Colorado and the crerw 
attempted to converse with the survi- 
vor. ‘The only information gleaned 
from him at that time were his sobbing 
words: 


"VE LOST MY FRIENDS, 
PLEASE FIND THEM!" 


As ordered, no attempt was made to 
bring the man on board and by now 
the helicopter had appeared on the 
horizon. The raft was allowed to drift 
aft of the Colorado and clear of the 
vessel so that the helicopter would 
have an ample and safe area within 
which to perform its rescue. The 
helicopter moved to within 100 feet or 
so of the liferaft, churning the waters 
below. A Coast Guard swimmer 
jumped from the ’copter into the frigid 
waters and swam to the survivor. As 
swimmer and survivor were being lifted 
from the sea into the helicopter at 
11:30 AM the Coast Guard requested 
the Colorado to continue searching 
the waters for the other two victims of 
the sinking. 


Unsuccessful in sighting anything 
that would require further assistance, 
the Coast Guard released the Col- 
orado at 1:30 P.M. to continue its 
voyage to Portland. The Colorado 
listened far into the night as the Coast 
Guard continue its search. 


As reported the next day in the 
Boston Giobe , the fishing vessel was 


the 76 foot steel-hulled Shannon III 
out of New Bedford, MA and cap- 
tained by Robert Dejesus Jr., of West- 
port with his Mate, Wayne Costa of 
New Bedford; both still missing. The 
survivor, 33 year old Victor Periera of 
Fairhaven, the trawler’s Engineer, was 
transported to Cape Cod Hospital in 
Hyannis, treated for hypothermia and 
released. The Coast Guard reported 
that when Periera was brought into the 
helicopter “he was very distraught. He 
kept saying, ‘It all happened so fast, it 
happened so fast.” 


The Boston newspapers said the 
drama began under sunny skies and 20 
degree temperatures when Periera saw 
oil pressure going up aboard the 
fishing vessel. Then, Periera said, water 
began flooding the engine room. 
Periera said he woke up the other two 
men who donned survival suits and 
repeatedly radioed a distress call. 
Periera said he then jumped into the 
life raft and last saw his two mates 
near the pilot house. The Shannon III 
then either flipped or rolled over and 
sank. As reported by another Boston 
newspaper, Periera told authorities he 
saw a warning light and went to the 
engine room to investigate. He found 
it rapidly filling with water. He then 
went on deck to cut free the life raft 
and that the trawler then capsized. 
After being released from the hospital 
Periera would not talk about the 
incident, but blamed it on intense 
competition from Canadian fishermen. 
He said American fishermen must go 
out more days and work longer to 
compete. He also denounced new 
regulations on fishing in the Georges 
Bank area. Said Periera, "Man, fisher- 
men are trying to make a good living 
for their families and this is what 
happens. We have to go out longer 
days...We have to make a living the 
only way we know how to make a 
decent living.” 


Just nine words...then...silence. 


Editor’s Notes: 


The 1956 sinking of the Azdrea 
Dorma was not the first communica- 
tions adventure in Ray Maurstad’s life. 
In June, 1950, he was on assignment to 
establish a merchant marine academy 
in Pusan, South Korea. It was 
Sunday morning and Maurstad was 
relaxing at his ham radio, chatting with 
a friend in Seoul. The casual conver- 
sation abrubtly became _ extremely 
urgent as Ray was informed that a 
large force of North Koreans had 
crossed the border and was invading 
South Korea at Seoul. This attack 
started the Korean war. Ray relayed 
the news to Gen. MacArthur’s HQ in 
Tokyo. (Information for these Notes 
is from SOWP Inland Seas Chapter’s 
/nland Sparks , July 1993 issue.) 


eee & 


In preparing this story, Ye Ed made 
a landline call on Saturday, February 
12, 1994, to Ray, who is 65, at his 
home in Coon Rapids, MN., where 
he was on a brief leave from his ship. 


The Colorado is equipped with 
modern communications gear. In 
addition to a new ITT-Mackay MF-HF 
console, she uses INMARSAT - C 
(receive), and other state-of-the-art 
equipment. One of these, said Ray, 
has a small, portable keyboard like that 
used with a lap-top computer. This 
system is on-line 24 hours a day, to the 
ship’s home office. It provides instant 
two-way communication from the ves- 
sel to any department at corporate 
headquarters. "All you do is pick up 
the keyboard and call the person you 
need. " 


We congratulate Ray Maurstad on 
his latest communications adventure. 
A skilled professional, he was ‘Here 
when needed In our conversation, 
Ray was not optimistic about the 
transition to GMDSS. He believes 
personal casualties will inevitably 
occur. Many problems remain, he said. 
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-- - --. NMCSIGNS OFF 500 KHZ -.- 


Like all U.S. Coast Guard Communications Stations serving the world’s oceans, NMC, at Point Reyes, CA., the principal 
station serving the Pacific Ocean area, (CAMSPAC), ceased all Morse Code services in the Medium Frequency band at 
midnight UTC on 31 July 1993. The two Radiomen on watch sent us a copy of the NMC log for that date and time. 
Reproduced below is a portion of the NMC log with the signatures of the two Coast Guardsmen and their photo, taken 
shortly after they went ORT. RM2 Warren is at left; RM3 Simmons, SOWP 5072-M, KB6YNO, appears at right. - Editor 


OEPARTMENT OF um 6 


PEN Al RADIO LOG 


THANSPORTATION 
U. 3. COAST GUARD 
me Oba Rev. IT: 


OU essing | BATE 


? a 
SEGARD CAMSPAC SAN FRANCISCO Cay AMC Beran assem 


COAST GUARD RADIOMEN AND WOMEN WE BID YOU 73'S DE NMC VA 
(TUNER) NMC NMC DE LADF4 LADF4 GA QSL QSL FINAL QSO 73 TU// 
LADF4 DE NMC RR TY CU EE//EE//NMC NMC DE KNFD KNFD GE 73 TU AR// 


472KHZ_ 


EE//NOJ NOJ NOJ NOJ NOJ NOJ 500 39-58 
NMC NMC DE OXBN OXBN GA NW QRU TU//DE NMC RR TU 73 TU SU EE//EE 500 58 

CQ CQ CQ DE NMC NMC BT NW CLOSING SVC 500 KHZ FAIR WINDS AND 

FOLLOWING SEAS TO ALL A PLEASURE SERVING YOU BEST WISHES. NW QRU 

GN DE NMC VA//NMC NMC DE IBJU IBJU QSL QSL QRU AR TU//IBJU DE 

NMC RR TU 73 GN VA EE//EE 500 58-2400Z 


ae 2 [y 
oe \ LW Pm? aia Lek ts ale ks stage 


RM2 J.S. WARREN/RM3 E.S. ex: 


RM3 Simmons: "The turnout on 
500 kHz after the final broadcast was 
disappointing. Only four or so ship 
stations QSL’d, notably Dave Riley, 
4150-M, AA1A, aboard the ARCO 
TEXAS/ KNFD. Not one shore 
station QSL'd our final ORT message. 
Apparently the East Coast had a larger 
turnout...” 


"The USCG will still operate HFCW 
until April 1995 or so. We'll see what 
happens with that. 


"NMC is currently keying Guam 
(Marianas Islands)from San Francisco. 
This is the old NRV station that went 
(Continued - Page 10) 
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NMC QRT 500 - From Page 9 


QRT October 31, 1993. We’re still 
chasing some bugs out of the system. 
Considering it’s halfway across the 
world, it’s fortunate we aren’t having 
more problems. I was out in Guam 
from October 28 to November 5, 1993. 
I was supposed to man a HFCW/ 
SITOR position in case the newly 
installed circuits didn’t work. Howe- 
ver, upon my arrival the system was on 
line and operational. 


MFCW RECORDING LOST 


“Back to the final MFCW broadcast: 
I was able to videotape the event, 
however, the audio is poor at best. 
When I went to the reel-to-reel tape 
bank to copy the broadcast onto a 
cassette, the broadcast couldn’t be 
located anywhere on the tape. 
Apparently, the tape bank malfunc- 
tioned and stopped recording after our 
CQ on 500 kHz. 


"If anyone has recorded our NMC 
final broadcast, I will gladly reimburse 
for any costs. 


“As another note, the Coast Guard 
no longer has a Morse code require- 
ment for advancement and no longer 
teaches CW at Radioman ’A’ school. 
We are already receiving students from 
the new codeless school. What next?... 
-73- (sgd) Eric Simmons, RM3 USCG, 
KB6YNO, SOWP 5072-M. 
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The Editor Responds: 


If any reader made an audio tape of 
the NMC final broadcast on 500 kHz, 
please contact Ye Ed ASAP with 
reference to the info in column two. 


From Bruce Morris, 4834M, 
GW4XXfF, a plea for us to listen for 
(and record)closings of coast radio 
stations in their area. “Many stations 
have closed without a chance to pro- 
mote the idea of a glorious final on the 
air” and record it for posterity. 


You Can 
LISTEN TO HISTORY 


When the U.S. Coast Guard closed 
down its 90 year continuous watch on 
500 kHz on August 1, 1993, SOWP 
was there. 


Our member Don Gagne, 4727-V, 
was aboard his pleasure-craft trawler 
SEA SPRAY/WRXN anchored about 
12 miles south of Asbury Park, NJ as 
the two Coast Guard communication 
stations on the U.S. northeast coast 
sent their final medium frequency 
messages shortly before 010001 UTC 
August 1993. 


As NMP/NIK, near Boston, MA 
and NMN, Portsmouth, VA transmit- 
ted farewell words to the maritime 
world, Don was there with an audio 
tape cassette recorder to capture them. 
In a later note to the Editor, he says 
that Canadian coastal stations were 
very active on MF CW at the U.S. 
closedown and remain so. 


Now you can hear those messages 
and Don’s excellent narration of that 
historic evening. Arrangements have 
been made to duplicate Don’s 30- 
minute tape and furnish it to SOWP 
members at $7 (U.S. funds) per copy 
postpaid. 


If an audio recording of the west 
coast (NMC) Coast Guard 500 kHz 
closedown becomes available, we will 
try to include it on side B of the 
cassette. As of press time (Feb. 25, 
1994) however, no word of an NMC 
recording has reached us and we 
cannot guarantee to provide it. (We 
wonder if Dave Riley, 4150-M, AA1A, 
aboard the ARCO TEXAS/ KNFD 
captured NMC on audio tape.) 


To order this audio cassette, send 
your check or money order to our 
Supplies Manager, Roy Couzin, 
WO6JET, 151 Waner Way, Felton, CA 
95018. Please allow two to four weeks 
for your copy to be made and mailed 
to you. 


Canadian Says, 
"CW LIVES! 


".«[he editor of SOWP’s Wireless 
Beacon should take into account what 
the situation with regard to CW really 
is presently," writes Paul Du Mesnil, 
2557-M, seagoing R/O aboard Cana- 
dian ship C.F.A.V. QUEST / CZDO. 


"500kHz is by no means ’dead’ as 
our dear U.S. Coast Guard would have 
us believe. A Maltese ship, 
M.V.Christianaki/ 9HUS3 this very day 
(Feb, 4, 1994) is handling her distress 
on 500 about 150 miles SSW of the 
southern tip of Ireland! 


"A good listen in the evening 
(preferably weekdays) will reveal that 
the Canadians are making good use of 
CW on MF. There are many stations 
on the East Coast (and one on the 
Great Lakes at Sault Ste. Marie/VBB) 
of Canada using MF CW. They are 
VAU, VCS, VCO, VCN, VCG, VCK, 
VCC, VFN, VOJ, VCP, VON, VOO, 
VCM, VOK and the only one which ts 
Radiotelephone-only is Charlottetown, 
P.E.1./VCA, wishes it had CW as they 
are not very busy! 


" CW lives on in Canada and if the 
membership wishes to listen to VCS 
working HFCW, they can tune in on 
4285, 6491.5, 8440, 12874, 16948.5 and 
22619.5 kHz and get an earful during 
daylight hours and evenings. They 
might even hear CZDO working VCS, 
as I send 100% of my traffic on cw to 
VCS. They’d catch me when we’re at 
sea, for certain between 1200 to 1400Z 
in any of the HFCW bands sending my 
daily position report and maybe one or 
two more pieces of traffic. So far on 
this trip only 10 days at sea and I’ve 
sent 59 messages to VCS and all on 
CW. So please tell the membership 
that although a lot of pressure has 
been put on Radio Officers to use 
other modes of exchanging traffic in 
recent years, that CW work in MF and 
HF is far from dead..." 


CHAPTER NEWS 


AL roads led to the Doghouse 


JACK BINNS 
CHAPTER No. 5 


*Kitchen’s Closed, Honey” said a 
headline in the Seattle, WA /aost- 
lateligencer on Thursday, January 27, 
1994. The newspaper was confirming 
the demise of the 60-year-old Dog 
House restaurant Monday, January 31, 
1994. Its last hours "...will be like an 
old-fashioned Irish wake, except the 
almost-departed will be very much alive 
and kicking..." 


The Dog House was the regular 
meeting place of the Jack Binns Chap- 
ter No. 5 of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers and Seattle area radio ama- 
teurs for the past 40 years. But let 
one of us_ who was there from the 
beginning tell the story: 


By Don Newman, 58-P, W7CO: 


I've been researching a lot about 
some of the things I had forgotten. | 
may ramble a bit and should perhaps 
start where it all began re the Dog 
House in Seattle, Washington. 


Shortly after the war (WW II) I and 
two other guys met in a cafe, Hewitt’s, 
down the back alley from Northern 
Radio Co., where they worked. We 
met to discuss Field Day as my call, 
W7CO, was the one we used. Gra- 
dually word got around and more and 
more guys came daily. We outgrew 
four restaurants before going to the 
Doghouse which was started in 1934. 


The Doghouse moved to its present 
location at 7th Ave. and Bell Street in 
1952 and we moved there as our fifth 
plaos shortly aftcr that. I booame vory 
friendly with the owner, Bob Murray, 
who was a sports nut. I suggested to 
him that our ham radio group was 


x Ode 


growing and we needed a new place. | 
knew they had a room in the back that 
would hold 14 at the table, uncrowded, 
with a larger room outside. Laurie 
Gulbransen, the present owner, was 
one of the waitresses at the new place 
and was the first one to wait on us in 
the "W7 Room" as it became known. 


I was transferred (by RCA) to San 
Francisco in 1968 and returned to 
Seattle in 1974. I suggested the use of 
the Dog House main private room for 
the SOWP luncheon meetings. I used 
to make business trips from SF at the 
same time as the SOWP luncheons 
whenever I could. 


In SF, I was made Director of the 
Golden Gate Chapter of SOWP in 
1973. In ’74 I had to resign to come 
back to Seattle and of course began to 
attend the Jack Binns chapter meet- 
ings at the Dog House. 


The earliest mention of SOWP Dog 
House meetings in our publications is 
1971, but we were there before that. 
John Dudley, 2798-V, W7ITJ, took 
over here as Chapter Director in 1974. 
I became Sec./Treas. in 1984. It looks 
like we are stuck with it. 


It’s a shame, but many of the QSL 
cards on the wall in the W7 room were 
stolen, including some of the Silcont 
Key ones. And just now, as news of 
the Dog House final closing came, 
someone stole our W7 sign. 


We rescued the cards which were left, 
but someone also stole all of the place 
mats and menus. The Doghouse folks 
reprinted the menus and I| am includ- 
ing one for you, (Ye Ed). But I can’t 
find my copy of the old place mat, so 
can’t send it. On the last day, our W7 
gang was mentioned on TV along with 
a lot of other folks. It was a real jam. 


(Editor’s aside to Don: I remember 
your W7 room well. When my XYL 
and I visited Seattle in 1989 enroute to 
Alaska, we attended your Chapter’s 
luncheon meeting on September 9. 
And SOWP founder Bill Breniman 
and his wife, Ruth, paid you a similar 
visit June 17, 1989. And, by the way, 
Ye Ed has one of the "old" place mats 
saved from our 1989 visit. I'll send it 
to you, Don.) 


In the past, one of the things we 
considered in picking our meeting date 
was that a Saturday brunch was served 
in the Doghouse main room for 
people going to the University of 
Washington football games. The fans 
would have brunch at the restaurant, 
leave their cars and go by bus to the 
stadium. That meant the parking lot 
was jammed. It was hard for the 
Doghouse staff to get the room ready 
for us. Some of our guys are not too 
ambulatory, so our meeting dates had 
to be on those Saturdays when there 
was no home game at U. of W. 


With the Doghouse out of the 
picture, I have looked at four other 
places. ‘Iwo are OK and one called 
ANDY’s DINER has two rooms. 
One holds 20 and the other 50. They 


will arrange tables as we want and 
Saturday is a good day. Other days 
are hectic. 


- 73, (signed) Don 


MORE CHAPTER NEWS 


From Inland Seas Chapter XIV 
Director, Art Schermerhorn: 


Our chapter newsletter, /z/4ad 
Sparks, has a new Ediitor in the 
person of Joe Gardner, K7CI, now 
living in Maryland. Although he has a 
hectic schedule - jaunts throughout 
the USA and even overseas to VU 
land (!) he’s willing to take over the 
duties of “SP”, W8PQO, our Editor 
until last July. 


But those duties are dependent on 
our readers/subscribers input of their 
experiences, biographies, sale or want 
of items, humorous nonsense, such as 
W8PQO’s "Carleton Smerch", and any 
other material you’d like to see. 


No change in our annual Chapter 
dues is expected - still five bucks for 
four issues. We'd like to get our old 
subscribers back. New ones, too - 
from anywhere in the world. 


Interested? Drop a card to Joe, 
K7CI, 14221 Medwick Rd., Upper 
Marlboro, MD 20870, or to W8FEC, 
Inland Seas Chapter Director, 505 E. 
Mohawk Drive, Malvern, OH 44644. 
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SWAP ’N SHOP 


Mark LoBosco, 4537-V, W2YTR, 
Richmond Hill, NY., has dropped an 
interesting suggestion in the hat: 


“Why not run a column in the Beacon 
with Want Ads or For Sale notes for 
old keys, equipment and memorabilia?" 
Excellent! And here’s the first ad: 


WANTED: = Auxiliary (outboard) 
VFO for TEN-TEC Omni-C, Omni-D, 
transceiver. Please contact Wyckoff 
Sherwood, W2YIF, 63 Maple Street, 
Addison, NY 14801. 


We will devote a column in each issue 
to similar Want Ads, gratis to SOWP 
members. - Editor 


NET NEWS 


SOWP MM RC NET 


On September 8th, 1993, a new 
idea was inaugurated for West Coast 
SOWP CW members. It was a Rag- 
Chew net for ex-Merchant Marine 
operators. “CQ SOWP MM RC NET” 
was first called by W6BNB at 7 p.m. 
Pacific Time, on 3555 kHz. Although 
there were only four members who 
remembered to check in on the net (it 
was announced on the Thursday West 
Coast Net the week before), the 
stories that were generated were most 
interesting. Within a couple of weeks 
the participation grew-up to a more 
than adequate 8. There were no assig- 
ned net control stations or check-in 
list. Anyone who made the “CQ 
SOWP MM RC net” call first, at or 
before 7 p.m., could be the NCS for 
the evening, Stations told their stories 
in the order they checked in with the 
NCS. The ragchew subject for that 
evening could be selected by any of the 
group, but usually by the NCS. 


Types of subjects discussed: First 
ship and interesting items; Antennas 
used aboard your ships; Worst storms; 
Last ship and interesting items; Cap- 
tains you remember; Longest voyage; 
Strangest ports; Types of xmtrs and 
revrs used; Tales about fish at sea; 
Most outstanding thing done while at 
sea; Radio direction finder operations; 
Lightning at sea; Something to brag 
about; Radar; Most interesting thing 
done at a foreign port; Experiences 
with lifeboats; Press at sea; Most 


traffic handled; Distress experiences. 
There are many other categories pos- 
sible. 


This first SOWP RC net lasted until 
February of ‘94 when check-ins drop- 
ped off and the net closed out. 


The idea of the MM RC net was 
to get SOWP members who have 
similar operating backgrounds to get 
together and tell about their 
experiences. Perhaps SOWP ex-Navy 
operators might develop similar RC 
nets. Whereas MM operators may not 
know what Navy operators are talking 
about when a discussion is on different 
types of naval vessels, ex-Navy men do, 
- so they have a common basis on 
which to ragchew. And how about 
operators who were in aircraft of all 
types, or in the Army, or in the FAA? 


If you are an ex-MM operator, how 
about rounding up some SOWP mem- 
bers in your area and setting up a net 
similar to the West Coast SOWP MM 
RC net? 


If you were a Navy operator, how 
about an SOWP Navy RC net. Might 
be as interesting as ours was. 


-73, Bob Shrader, 
W6BNB, 157-SGP 


NEW “HAPPY HOUR® NETS 


ATTENTION - SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA SOWP MEMBERS: 


Two new nets are now in operation 
for both CW and SSB ops. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Ben Hamil- 
ton, 4637-V, W6VFT, is Net Control 
opeerator. 


CW types should tune to 3,745 kHz 
at 4 - 4:30 PM, Pacific Time. 


The new SSB net operates on 
3,947.5 kHz from 4:30 - 5 PM, Pacific 
Time. (Thanks to Ken Harvey, 987-P, 
K6ICT, for this update. - Editor) 
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* * * WELCOME * * * 


** * NEW MEMBERS * * * 


Henry D. OLSON, 0296-TA, W6GXN, 
1751 Croner Ave., Menlo Park, CA 
94025 FS: 1950 


James W. HURL, 0297-TA, AB6EM 
413 E. Lomita Ave., Orange, CA 
92667-6818. FS: 1960, ATC/KAFB 


Edward L. HUNT, 0302-TA, 1135 N. 
Shotgun Court, Apache Junction, AZ 
85219-8637 


Wyckoff A. SHERWOOD, 0303-TA, 
63 Maple Street, Addison, NY 14801 
Interest field: Antique Radio 


Kenneth K. REITZ, 0304-TA, Route 
5, Box 156A, Louisa, VA 23093 


Philip E. BATTEY, 0305-TA, 2108 
W.Rainbow Ridge Rd., Tucson, AZ 
85745 


Rexford E. WRIGHT, 5079-V, 
W20AY, Route 2, Box 3, William- 
stown, NY 13493 FS: Ninth US Army, 
WW II European Theater, Supplying 
High Speed CW communications from 
Paris, France. 


Hanswerner GRUMS, 5080-M, 
DL9BF Grenzstr. 21, Leer/Ostfries- 
land, D-26789, GERMANY. FS: 1953 
Radio Officer, German Merchant 
Marine. 


Glenn H. WHIDDEN, 5081-V, K3DO, 
13214 L’Enfant Dr., Ft. Washington, 
MD 20744 


John BE. KASLER, S082-M, KCSDSN, 
301 Myra Lou, Copperas Cove, TX 
76522 


Edward J. PECAN, 5083-V, 
WB2RXG, 22 Cedar St., Freeport, NY 
11520-5508 


Kenneth T. BURROWS, 5084-M, 
VE1AOC, P.O. Box 69, Port Mouton, 
Queens Co., CANADA BOT 1T0 


Woodrow W. KELLY, 5085-X, 
W4ATW 612 Eagle Bend Rd., Clinton, 
TN 37716 


Norman WESLER, 5086-X, W2YEW, 
2408 Washington Ave., Oceanside, NY 
11572 


Floyd L. WALLACE, 5087-V, 
KD6ZBN, 9175 Vista Del Monte Ct., 
Gilroy, CA 95020 


Johan K. V. SVANHOLM, 5088-M, 
N3RF, P.O. Box 81, Washington, D.C. 
20044 


R. Everett PEARSON, 5089-V, 
K7EE/MM_ 1581 Northwood Rad., 
#274G Seal Beach, CA 90740-3442 


William A. BLAUMER,  5090-V, 
K7ZED 11462 SE Stanley Court, 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 


* CHANGE of ADDRESS * 


BECKHAM, G.R., 2614-P, W7FVM 
From: P.O. Box 1196 Ivins, UT 84738 
To: 512N 325W Ivins, UT 84738-1196 


BRECHLIN, Fred F., 1066-V, W9KTE 
From: Rte. 4, Box 246A, Eau Claire, 
WI 54701 To: W.2745 Mitchell Rd., 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 


DANES, Lewis E, 0386-P, W3FZT 
From: Rte. 4, Box 224-A Smithsburg, 
MD 21783 To: 11913 Rainbow Ave., 
Smithsburg, MD 21783-2046 


DIEHL, Eber F, 3647-V, W7AMM 
From: P.O.Box 2026 Sierra Vista, AZ 
85636-2026 To: 821 Niagara St. N.W., 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 


EISENBERGER, David F., 4522-M, 


K8KEM From: 3670 Sea Ray Cove. 
Aurora, OH 44202 To: 9440 SW 8th 


St., Boca Raton, FL., 33428 


DONOGHUE, James L., 3001-V, 
N1ACZ From: 40 Emerson Village, 
Hampstead, NH 03841 To: 11405 Circ 
le Bend Dr., Austin, TX 78758 New 
Tel: $12-836-7833 


GIFFEN, Richard M. 3727-V, K6SV 
From: 213 Bellaire Rd., Farragut, TN 
37922 To: 17 Colonial Way Hender- 
sonville, NC 28739-1316 


GUSTAFSSON, Ms. Birgitta From: 
Esplanaden 1, S-731 30 Koeping, SWE- 
DEN To: Torggatan 8B, S-731 32 
Koeping, SWEDEN 


HENRY, CWO Richard, 4469-M, 
NJ7D From: 6523 Calif. Ave. SW #177 
Seattle, WA 98136-1833 To: PO Box 
1092, Ocean Park, WA., 98640-1092. 


KORN, Wayne A., 0649-M, K7PPZ 
From 6053 28th Ave., NE Seattle. WA 
98115 To: P.O. Box 536, Eau Claire, 
WI 54702 


OPPEDISANO, Vincent, 5039-M, 
WB7UWW. From: 28957 Flowerpark 
Dr., Santa Clarita, CA 91351 To: 4065 
Sagebrush Cir., Prescott Valley, AZ., 
86314 


PRITCHETT, Charles, 4837-V, 
KD8WW From: 1916 Ridgewood Dr., 
Eureka, CA 95501-6676 To: PO Box 
1115, Lillian, AL 36549 


TITTERINGTON, John, 1628-P, 
WI1EOF From: 45 Mountain Ave., 
Riverside, RI 02915. To: 221 Capstan 
Ave., Mystic CT 06355 


WALLACE, Leona, 272-TA, 
WAG6OHB From: 1720 N. Decatur 
BWd., Apt. 8 Las Vegas, NV 89108 To: 
$805 W. Harmon Ave., Sp. 159 Las 
Vegas, NV 89103 


WEIR, John A, 1878-V, VE1ABV 
From: PO Box 98, Site 21, RR#2, 
Marion Bridge, NS BOA 1P0 To: 
Brickyard Road, Albert Bridge, NS 
BOA 1P0 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


PLEASE LET US KNOW 
BEFORE YOU GO ! 


- of i War II - A Follow-Up 


NSG l. 


From - Thomas Friedman, 4861-P. 
28 July 1993 
Dear Ted: 


The July 93 issue received this date 
and as always read eagerly. Sadly 
though, the necrology continually 
increases; in particular | noted the 
passing of Harold Beverage, one of the 
early group of those great radio 
engineers who laid the foundations for 
today’s telecommunications marvels. 


The mention of the “Gibson Girl" 
500 ke. (Khz) handpowered emergency 
transmitter, page 14, struck a memory 
chord. Here’s how it started: 


In early 1942 1 was working as a radio 
engineer at the Signal Corps Aircraft 
Radio Laboratory at Wright Field in 
Dayton, Ohio. The Signal Corps was 
then responsible for producing all 
radio equipment for the Army Air 
Force (or was it still the Army Air 
Corps?). Anyway, one day I was called 
into a conference. On the table was 
the prototype of what was to be called 
the Gibson Girl, however this device 
had German markings, and had been 
fished from the North Sea by the 


6 W. 500 kHz 


NSG 2. 


Royal Navy, and the British then 
turned it over to the United States. 
Thus, the original design must be 
credited to the Luftwaffe for use by 
their pilots who were forced to ditch. 


Our role at the Laboratory was to do 
some fast “reverse engineering” of the 
device, prepare drawings and specifica- 
tions, and get this into production as 
soon as possible. Except for substitu- 
tion of American style components 
there were few changes in the design. 


The device’s original German name, 
was I hazily recall, “Notesender”. The 
American name came from its shape - 
- which was vaguely reminiscent of the 
artist Charles Dana Gibson’s popular 
illustrations of the belles of the 1890's, 
with large bosoms, slender waists and 
long flaring skirts. Functionally this 
design enabled the operator to grip the 
box tightly between his knees while 
turning the generator crank. 


That’s as far back as I can go on the 
Gibson Girl’s history. Perhaps, if 
someone who was involved in German 
radio engineering in the early days of 
World War Il can be located, more 
background can be added. 


8 W. 500 kHz 


On the personal side I am fine, 
taking more and more time to do less 
and less. That’s what happens as the 
years go by. Hope all’s well with you. 


Warmest regards, (signed) Tom 


*ee¢ & 


Editor’s Reply: We passed Tom’s 
question to a member who saw service 
with the Luftwaffe. Here is his 
informative reply: 


August 6, 1993 
Dear Ted: 


Regarding your question about a 
German emergency transmitter, based 
upon authentic German documen- 
tation, I can tell you the following. 


For aircraft operating across high 
seas, in 1940, the “Seenotsendegerat 
NSG 1” (Sea-emergency transmitting 
equipment) was put in service. It had 
been quickly derived from parts of the 
aircraft radio, FuG XXI. (FuG stands 
for “Funkgerat”, a radio transmitter 
(Continued - Page sei 
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*Gibson Girl” - From Page 14 


and receiver). This transmitter opera- 
ted with 6 Watt on 500 kHz. It was 
housed in a waterproof aluminum 
cabinet, was unsinkable, contained a 
battery pack, and powered a long wire 
antenna which could be pulled aloft by 
either a balloon or a kite. Since it was 
a rather bulky piece of equipment, the 
German firm, Frieseke & Hopfner, 
introduced in 1941 the type, “LW- 
Seenotsendegerat NSG 2”. (Long wave 
sea emergency transmitter). It mea- 
sured only 30 x 25 x 25 cm (11.8 x9.8x 
9.8 inches). Two sides of its waterproof 
enclosure were formed inwards so it 
coult be held firmly between one’s 
knees. It was unsinkable, too. The 
Allies copied it as SCR 578 Your 
name, “Gibson Girl”, or so, must be a 
Yankee-invention as otherwise, it’s un- 
known to me. 


A hand crank atop would drive an 
electrical generator and which powered 
its 8 Watt transmitter on crystal con- 
trolled 500 kHz. A motor-driven con- 
tact disc automatically sent SOS, fol- 
lowed by a 10 sec dash for radio- 
bearing. The tx also could be keyed 
manually. There was no receiver inclu- 
ded. Its case was painted yellow and 
like other emergency equipment. A 
container was attached and which, 
upon being submerged in water, would 
automatically inflate a balloon for pul- 
ling a 70m (230 feet) long antenna 
aloft. An umbilical cord held it atta- 
ched to a rubber life raft. Its useful 
range was about 450km (280 miles). It 
was designed for operation by people 
not skilled in radio transmission. The 
German firm, Philips, then introduced 
an improved version, NSG 2a. This 
model was electrically the same as 
NSG 2 but mechanically simplified. 
These “See-notsender”, as we com- 
monly called them, were manufactured 
in large quantities. 

In addition to said transmitters, large 
aircraft operating across high seas, 


carried other emergency equipment. 
For example, Ju-52 transport planes’ 
upper, rear, fuselage had a large cut- 
out. Its cover could be blown off 
automatically or manually and where- 
after, a rubber life raft would be 
ejected, and while still airborne, it 
would become inflated automatically. 
Since it is virtually impossible for 
search crews to detect people floating 
in the sea, each crew member and the 
raft itself carried a package of bright 
yellow dye and which then would tint 
waters about 100m diameter across. In 
rough seas however, such spots would 
not stay put for long times. 


A life raft also was equipped with a 
pair of paddles, a small sail, a drift- 
anchor, a compass, waterproof food, 
drinking water, glucose and_heart- 
tablets, a first aid kit and a tiny bottle 
of Whisky (hi). 


I personally had the more or less 
questionable pleasure having to use 
that equiment when on a mission from 
Italy to north Africa, we had to ditch 
our Ju-52 into the Mediterranean and 
with 20 infantry men aboard, and who 
had never flown nor had they seen 
high seas either. I was a bit worried 
sending SOS since I thought that the 
Brit’s at Malta might get a bearing, 
too, and therefore might send their 
fighters for finishing us off. However, 
next evening, a flying boat from Italy 
plucked us from the waters. 


Said motor-driven contact disc for 
keying was common in our radio 
beacons of 5 and 100 Watt and 1.5 
kW, and on 300 to 600 kHz frequen- 
cies. Since, for tactical reasons, call 
signs and frequencies would be 
changed frequently, it merely required 
another such disc for doing the job. 
Ground stations had three-letter call 
signs; airborne radio ‘stations used 
four letters, and the Navy, five. 


For single seat fighters, in 1941, very 
small “Seenotsender” were developed. 
Pilots could carry them on their flying 


NSG 4 


suits. The NSG 4, “Jager” (fighter) by 
the firm, Loewe-Opta, operated on 
58.4 to 58.8 MHz. It had a 1.04m (41 
inch) long steel-tape antenna, and 
transmitted with 0.3 Watt an audio 
modulated continuous carrier. It was 
powered by a small NiCad battery and 
a mechanical vibrating chopper. Range 
for search aircraft flying at 300 ft 
altitude, was about 40 miles. 


There were also other emergency 
transmitters in use by the German Air 
Force. Those were dropped into the 
seas, would automatically transmit and 
self-destruct. 

The pictures show afore-mentioned 
equipment. 

Ted, I hope the above will be 
informative. 


73, (signed) Al 


(Helmut K. Seike, 5057-V, AA8GQ) 


Waldo T. Boyd, our Executive 
Secretary, has sent Ye Ed a BIG 
BATCH of notes and letters from our 
members. Most wrote in response to 
his "Dues Reminder” letter of 
January 1, 1994. Here are several of 
them: 


"Dear Genie: (wrote Ken 
Bastholm, 1493-V, W4JFT.) 
..Enclosed, a check for $25., $15 for 
my 1994 dues, $10 for the ‘postage 
fund’ which I am sure is having a 
rough time nowadays. Many thanks 
for the many hours you spend working 
for SOWP...with interesting news from 
the old CW world... Sure hope a 
Sparks Journal can be published. | 
have a copy of all the Jouma/s pub- 
lished from Volume I to the last 
Journal published.” - 73, Ken 


Welcome to Dewey L. Byerly, 
5067-P, W6RDK, Sacramento, CA, 
who in joining up last year mentioned 
having received and acted on SOS and 
Mayday calls. Send us details, OM. 


“Obtaining a commercial license 
while | was a crewman on the sub- 
marine USS S-24, was one of my 
smarter moves in life. After I went 
over the side in 1930 enabled me to get 
an (airline) job...leading to nearly 38 
years service with UAL until | retired 
in 1967 at age 65." -Willard Edson, 
Peale sl. SiG wer a 


From Pete Gauthier, 4410-P, 
NXST: "Was very happy to receive 
your ‘Special SOWP Letter’... had 
written a few years ago to suggest that 
some sort of system...be used to let us 
know what our due date was...] also 
requested my records be updated." 


INCOMING MALL 


George L. Graveson, 1266-SGP, 
K4JI: “I haven’t the slightest idea 
when I last paid dues...I will be 90 
years of age this March and do forget 
sometimes & arthritis raises Cain with 
my typing... Appreciated your letter 
and assure you of my good fortune to 
be a member of SOWP." 


Dick Beckham, 2614-P, W/7FVM: 
"There is no other organization quite 
like SOWP. Who, then will preserve 
the memory of those special years -?- 
from the crashing, buzzing of the 
sparks through CW to now -digital?” 
Al Jones, 3995-V, K6DIA: “I can 
relate to the problems of keeping the 
income monies current with expendi- 
tures...My current activity with this 
tube collecting game is all outgoing as 
far as funding resources go, but it is 
very rewarding..." (Tell us more! -Ed) 


Earl F. Monath, 4414-V, W3QER: "I 
definitely commend all of your officers 
since and including Bill Breniman, for 
the dedicated work you have done to 
keep this fine organization viable and 
solvent and for...keeping such a com- 
plete historical record of the inception 
and advancement of wireless/radio 
communication available to those who 
fe, Ope fe ee 


Edward S. Lee, 4685-V, KB6JQK: 
"As I see it, this decade is a race 
against time for us to tap the 
memories of those who served in a 
wireless capacity, for the legions of 
’sparks’ andtheir many brethren are 
rapidly facing away. It behoovesall of 
us to pursue the remaining ’pioneers’ 
while they are still among us to tell the 
story. That is our SOWP obligation." 


David Webb, 2259-M, VE7CKT: "I 
enjoy all the info that comes my way, 
even if it has been over 20 years since I 
was at sea. My wife uses some of 
your material in school as she teaches- 
grade 4 and the students are most 
interested in it 9m 


Henry J. Treger, 2553-SGP, 
W2AMS: "(Your) letter is great and a 
tip of the hat and a big shake to you 
and all the staff. FYI - My certificate 
reads Life Member SOWP...signed by 
Bill Breniman, Executive Director and 
countersigned Oscar Harrison, Chief 
Operator... also promise to pay my 
dues promptly until I QSY.Am so 
proud to say I am a member of 
Ss O WwW E - i 


Johnny Sandison, 1603-V, 
VESAAS: “Enclosed please find 
money order for 1994 dues...All the 
best for all the members in the New 
Year. Can’t believe that the 50th 
Anniversary of D-Day is coming next 
June!! I was somewhere in the 
Atlantic then on convoy duty!...-73" 


Les Miller, 4452-V, VK2DVY: "...I 
greatly appreciate receiving regular 
copies of the Seacon. My sincere 
thanks and best wishes to you and all 
aboard’ for Xmas and health and 
happiness for ’94." 


Congratulations, ANARS: The 
Australian Naval Amateur Radio 
Society has announced that it “opened 
shop" as of 10 August, 1993 at 467 
McKenzie St., Lavington 2641 Austra- 
lia. Their assigned amateur radio call 
is VKIRAN. We wish them much 
success & -73 de SOWP. 
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Floating Salt Water Sea Letter 


A Remembrance 


By Ero Erickson 


Cast thy Bread upon the Waters: 
For Thou Shalt Find ft After 
Many Days. (Ecclesiastes 11:1) 


"When I was a young man over fifty 
years ago, I wrote a letter to (radio 
comedian) Jack Benny, and threw it 
into the Atlantic Ocean. I compli- 
mented him on his JELLO radio 
network program, mostly because he 
was from Waukegan, IL., where I went 
to high school. 


"In a few weeks, I received a one-cent 
picture postcard from G. W. Jerguson, 
a Postal Telegraph Co. operator, dated 
April 2, 1936 stating: 


ACKNOWLEDGING 
RECEIPT OF YOUR 
FLOATING BOTTLE MAIL 
SERVICE OF 3-24-36. ALL 
LETTERS TURNED OVER 
TO UNCLE SAM _ 3-24-36, 
BOTTLE PICKED UP ON 
ISLE IN BISCAYNE BAY BY 
MY DAD WHO WAS 
WORKING ON NEW PIER 
PROJECT FOR CITY OF 
MIAMI. HEREWITH A PIC- 
TURE OF OUR "CAN". 
(City Jail - Miami, FL) 


-G.W.Jerguson, Postal Telco 


"In due course, Mr. Benny sent me 
his personally autographed picture 
with a very friendly note which he 
apparently typed himself, which | 
treasure. 


"The ship, (S.S. Henry D. Whiton/ 
KDRM, from which Ero threw the 
bottle) had the form of a red devil on 
the yellow smoke stack, hauled sulphur 
to the paper mills in Oregon, carried 
lumber back to Poughkeepsie, NY on 
the Hudson River via the Panama 
Canal. 


thanking Mr. Jerguson for his friendly 
help, I called Miami... Not listed. He 
may be over 90 now. Postal Telegraph 
failed. 


"Cast your bread. Be Thankful. 
- Ero 


Editor’s Note: Ero Erickson became a 
Silent Key last September. He sent 
me this little story last year. The SS 
"Henry D. Whiton was his first ocean 
ship assignment as Radio Officer. 


A personal note was attached to the 
story. It read in part: “...That ship was 
like home. After I had to go home 
due to the illness of my mother, the 
officers and 2nd cook all signed a 
letter asking me to come back. I took 
a job with the Penna Central Airlines 
in Cleveland, OH in order to be near 
home...” 


73 


kane 


Ero KA9DYS 
* ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS * 


Publishing this issue would not have 
been possible without the help of - 


For our lead story on the Normand 
onvoy - Ralph Albers, W4ER and 

Bob Auer of the SS John W. Brown 

Emmett Harvey, KA6HJE, of the 


of 
To Ray Maurstad, Do 
Newman, Eric Simmons, Paul DuMes 
il, Tom Friedman and Al Seike, ma 
hanks for their timely stories. And. . 
o ALL of YOU who sent in “thank 
you” notes of appreciation along with 
our dues, our warm 73! See yo 
ext issue! 


~ ~SILENT KEYS~ ~ 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 


those they held dear. 

BERKOWITZ, Benjamin,  2565-P, 
W3IC, Baltimore, MD. 

BRANTLEY, Claude V., 1790-SGP, 


Columbia, SC. 


BRUS, John P., 3862-P, W6EBK, 
Baldwin Park, CA., Aug. 21, 1993 Age 
80; Heart problems. (Reported by Fred 
Zerlang, 3079-P, W6DHE) 


BURGMAN, Elmer H., 484-P, W6EB, 
Santa Rosa, CA., November 8, 1993, 
after suffering a heart attack a few 
weeks earlier from which he did not 
fully recover. Elmer was “right-hand- 
man" to SOWP founder Bill Breniman 
for many years, contributing countless 
hours to work in the SOWP headquar- 
ters office. He was Net Control for 
the SOWP Transpacific Net for an 
extended period and is also remem- 
bered as a radio operator with TWA 
for many years and was a colleague of 
Earl Korf. Elmer and his wife, 
Virginia, were residents of Santa Rosa, 
CA for many years. 


BURROW, Lawrence A., 3383-P, In- 
dianola, WA. Died in October, 1988 
but not reported until October, 1993. 


CHAMBERLAIN, William W., 882-P, 
KH6CB, After long illness with cancer, 
March 5, 1991, Honolulu, HI. 


COLVIN, Lloyd, Lt. Col., U.S. Army, 
(Ret.) 661-P, W6KG, 78, Dec. 14, 1993 
in Istanbul, Turkey, while on one of 
many YASME DX-peditions with his 
wife, Iris, who survives him. His 
remains were scattered at sea. No 
public ceremony was held. (From the 
WSYI Report, Jan. 15, 1994) 


DENSMORE, Harold C., 3190-V, 
Wi1RDP, Milford, NH. 
CContinuedsue i Page © 18) 
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SILENT KEYS - From Page 17 


ERICKSON, Ero, 21-P, KA9DYS, 
Sept. 4, 1993, Chicago, IL, Age 83. 
Ero was the first SOWP area repre- 
sentative for the Great Lakes region 
and was a Charter member of Inland 
Seas Chapter XIV. As a boy he was 
exposed to Morse at his local depot of 
the Manistee and Northeastern rail- 
road in Michigan. He learned Inter- 
national Morse and spent some years 
as a ship Radio Officer on the Great 
Lakes and oceans. He became a 
radiotelegraph operator with the 
Illinois State Police, serving many 
years. He operated a two-way radio 
equipment and service business in 
Chicago, continuing up to his death. 
He received his first W9- amateur 
radio call sign in the 1930s. He was 
an accomplished writer and exhibited a 
dry and gentle sense of humor. In 
addition to SOWP, Ero was a member 
of MTC, QCWA, VWOA, the Radio 
Club of America and APCOA. 


FINVER, Irvine, 287-P, W2AXG, 
Manorville, NY. 


GASTIERER, Albert F.,  2223-P, 
W8RLU, September, 1992, Cincinnati, 
OH 


GIBSON, William H.D., 4326-V, 
VE3LQQ August 5, 1993, North Bay, 
Ontario, Canada. Reported by his wife. 


GOODIN, Donald V., 4823-M, K4QU, 
Oak Ridge, TN. 


HARVEY, Craig, B., 4225-V, W2CH, 
Asbury Park., NJ., Oct 20, 1993. Army 
Signal Corps, WWII and Korea. 
Retired from Fort Monmouth, NJ, 
1977. (Reported by Earl Korf, 613- 
SGP, K2IC) 


HAYES, Nelson J., 3231-V, W6VBB, 
Garden Grove, CA. April 8, 1993 
(Reported by his wife.) 
HEITHECKER, Leland F. “Ted”, 
1033-P, WSEJ, Irving, TX., Dec. 25, 
1993, after suffering a stroke Decem- 
ber 4. He is remembered as General 


Manager of QCWA for many years 
from his home in Texas, where com- 
puterized records were begun. In 
recent years, he was General Manager 
of the Old Old Timers Club and 
editor and publisher of its newsletter, 
Spark Gap Times. 


HOLMES, Ivan W., 3857-V, NODJF, 
Independence, MO. 


IRVING, Herbert W., 144-SGP, 
W3FK, February 19, 1993, Saxonburg, 
PA. 


JOBS, Thomas A., 939-SGP, W7TU, 
Seattle, WA. Oct. 11, 1993, age 88. 
Complications after suffering a heart 
attack following knee replacement sur- 
gery. Tom earned his first amateur 
radio license in 1920 while attending 
high school in Summit, NJ. He later 
served as radio operator at a salmon 
cannery in Alaska an on the SS 
PRESIDENT MADISON to earn 
college money. Because of his early 
work in radio, he received a distinctive 
call sign when he returned to amateur 
radio in 1969. In 1970 after 30 years 
with Mutual Orange Distributors, he 
retired as Northwest Division Mana- 
ger. He was active in several radio 
nets and enjoyed sailing and golf. 


JOHNSTONE, Richard H., 0020-TA, 
K6AWM, died in 1990, Los Gatos, 
CA. 


LANE, Benjamin P., 0232-P, W7FNE, 
Tolovana Park, OR. 


LEONS, Jacob L., 2582-P, W7YRC 
Port Angeles, WA. 


MAHONY, Daniel T., 923-P, ZS6OS, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 


McLEOD, George R., 0137-P, KU3Y, 
Bethesda, MD., March 20, 1991, Age 
82 First amateur license, 1924: W6FG. 
Retired from FCC, 1968 as Exec. 
Secy., Radio Tech Comm/Marine Ser- 
vices. 

NESBETT, Cmdr. Buell A., USN(Ret) 
1053-P, K6PH., Anchorage, AK, Aug. 


17, 1993 Acute leukemia. (Reported by 
his daughter. ) 


O’DONNELL, Dean J., 1098-V, 
K4JCD, Plantation, FL, Age 66, 


February 22, 1992, lung cancer. USAF 
radio-op/gunner in WW II; radio ama- 
teur more than 50 years. Reported by 
Mrs. O’Donnell. 


PALMER. Sherwin R., 1735-P, August 
1, 1993, Cumberland, WI. Heart pro- 
blems. At retirement he was the elec- 
trical engineer at University of Wis- 
consin -Superior, WI. Held FCC 1st 
Class license. (Reported by Mrs. Pal- 
mer.) 


POUND, Alfred W., 3438-P, KA6J, 80, 
Galt, CA, April 18, 1993, natural 
causes. He was a U.S. government field 
engineer. In addition to SOWP, he was 
a member of IEEE, NARFE and 
AARP (Reported by his daughter, 
Mrs. Suzanne Anderson. 


ROGERS, Dean B., 4363-V, KGOA, 
Red Lion, PA. 


SKEEN, William S., 2343-P, W6WR. 
Hornbrook, CA., May 12, 1993 at age 
74, after long illness with liver pro- 
blems. Former FCC Field Engr., Liver- 
more, CA.(Family report). 


STEVENS, Herbert H., 3053-SGP, 
W6RSP, after long illness, December 
14, 1993, Orangevale, CA. Age 87. He 
was a friend and colleague of Earl 
Korf from their meeting at Naknek, 
Bristol Bay, Alaska, in 1928 He and 
Elmer Burgman joined TWA in late 
1929 beginning a career of many years. 


STILWELL, George N., 1131-SGP, 
K4TW, Cancer, August, 1990, Char- 
lotte, NC 


STOCUM, Preston L., 949-P, W7UP, 
Tucson, AZ. 


THUMA, Andrew J., 0780-V, May 30, 
1993, while on vacation in Glendale 
Springs, NC. (Reported by wife from 
home in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.) 


(Continued, Page 20, Col. 2) 
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NORMANDY - From Page 1 


The three Memorial Ships are all 
eager to enroll new members. Each 
of them have "Slop Chest" items, 
books and posters for sale. 


Most important at this time, 
contributions ($25, $50, $100 or any 
amount) are sought to assure that the 
three restored World War II ships can 
indeed make their “Last Convoy” 
voyage to Normandy in May, 1994. 
Donations or inquiries should be 
addressed to: 


S.S. Jeremiah O’Brien, Fort Mason 
Center, Landmark Bldg. A., San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94123-1382 


S.S. John W. Brown, Project Liberty 
Ship, P.O. Box 25846, Highlandtown 
Station, Baltimore, MD 21224-0486 


S.S. Lane Victory, U.S. M.M. 
Veterans, WW II, P.O. Box 629, San 
Pedro, CA 90733 


SILENT KEYS - From Page 18 


WALKER, Rev. Angus J. MSSA, 
0249-TA, Cromwell, CT. 


WALTON, Jesse R., 4257-P, June 28, 
1988, heart failure, Long Beach, CA. 
(Reported by his wife Jan. 27, 1994) 


WEICHSELBAUM, Joel, 1036-M, 
W2ZXR, Rego Park, NY 


WILLIAMS, Albert S. Jr. 2733-P, 
N4AW, LaBelle, FL. 


WYLLIE, William W., 
W6EO, Playa Del Rey, CA. 


LARY, William J, 2133-P, W7GMN, 
Petaluma, CA., March 11, 1992. Heart 
attack complicated by high blood 
pressure and Parkinson’s disease. Ser- 
ved in US Navy 1927-31, US Coast 
Guard 1931-35. Ship radio officer 1935- 
37 and with CAA/FAA 1937 - 
Dec.1965 as operator and technician. 
(Reported by his wife Feb. 9, 1994) 
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* * WELCOME * * 


A few weeks ago, Dan Courtney, 
1156-P, K4HDV, forwarded to us a 
letter from the new owner-editor-pub- 
lisher of Florida Skip, Gerry Wentz, of 
Melbourne, FL. Mr. Wentz requested 
exchange status of publications with 
SOWP, which has been arranged. We 
wish Gerry much success with his new 
venture. 


* OUR NEW STATUS * 


Please take note of our new mailing 
permit below. Your Society at last is 
fully recognized as a Non-Profit 
Organization by the IRS and the U.S. 
Postal Service. It was a lengthy but 
worthwhile campaign. 


- 73- W8TP - Editor 


++++ SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, Inc., a Non-Profit (IRS 501(c)(3)) Corporation chartered in California - 
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[TEL:408-335-7874] Please enclose SASE. SOWP QSL CARDS may be ordered from RUSPRINT, Rt. 3, Box 192, Spring 
Hill, KS 66083 1-800-962-5786. EDITORIAL OFFICE: The World Wireless Beacon is published by The Society of Wireless 
Pioneers, Inc., 6289 Olde Orchard Drive, Columbus, OH USA 43213-3416, [TEL: 614-866-6289] Editor & Publisher, 
T. K. Phelps (W8TP). Send comments, letters and editorial contributions, (with SASE) to the Editorial Office. 
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